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Toddler and Nursery students prepares for their
formative assessments through different activities in the
classroom. The teachers do observation and make
anecdotal record to evaluate the students’ achievement
during the second semester. All of the data will be used
for filing the second semester evaluation report book.
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Pic.1 - Audrey cutsthe designated lines during PL session.
Pic.2 — Hellen shows her understanding of the concept of
number “2”

Playgroup classroom has also arranged become a
different setting to help the students maximize their
creativity and learning. Each learning corner in the
classroom has different materials and toys for our
students to work with.
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We are very happy with the progresé that Toddler

and Nursery students have achieved and we welcome
all of the new students who just join our Playgroup
class.

Using Songs, Singing & Instruments with Toddlers
and Young Children

By Angela England

Teaching music to young children means less structured

practice time and more active involvement. Here are tips
for doing music with kids.

Just as infants respond to music even in the womb, the

love of music develops more through toddler and
preschool years. Parents can provide the musical
stimulation in various ways each day.

Beginning about age 2, children start trying to repeat back
musical phrases, show physical responses to music and
can clearly differentiate between tempos, intonations,
rhythms and other musical concepts.

Allow young toddlers to “sing-along” to familiar lullabies,
finger play songs and other simple tunes. Do not worry if a
child can't match the exact tune yet, that comes in time. At
this stage in musical development, toddlers are learning
high and low but exact pitches may not be matched
exactly and that is alright.

Toddlers and preschoolers love to explore music through
body movements, so let's provide lots of opportunity for
dancing, movement, arm and hand motions. For example,
if you are singing about flowers give each child a flower
and let her wave it about as she sings. If the song is about
birds, let the children be birds and “fly” around the room in
response to the words of the song or tune of the music.
Give toddlers simple rhythm instruments to play with for
instant musical success.
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Additional Tips for Music with Toddlers
Select children's sing-along tapes carefully as

preschoolers have a limited vocal range that is higher than
most adult males. Try letting your toddlers listen to music
that is sung in a higher “head voice” tone of voice rather
than a deep bass wvoice that children would strain their
voices mimicking.

® There are many classical and instrumental music selections

that are great for toddlers and preschoolers and can be used

in a wide variety of day-to-day activities including free play

time, meal time, bath time, nap or bed times, etc.

Parents can give children a head start by providing a rich,

musical environment for their children; fun and active

musical activities and music play areas that encourage

children will go a long way towards musical success later in

life.

Sources:

1. The Mozart Effect by Don Campbell [Harper Paperbacks,
2001]

2. How to Grow a Young Music Lover by Cheri Fuller [Shaw
Books, 2002]

3. Creative Activities for Young Children by Mary Mayesky
[Thomson Delmar Learning, 8th edition, 2005]

4. Mind, Music and Imagery by Stephanie Merritt [Aslan
Publishing,1996

From the Teachers...

1t We are very glad to see the growth of our
children. Their enthusiasm in learning and
their skills development in different subject
lessons always amazed us.

We are also welcome our new students and
we believe they will enjoy the fun too.

¥t This month we will have excursions as
one of the activities to give our students more
experience in the process of understanding
the topic or unit that we have. For Toddler
class, we will go to Taman Safari. We will
explore different kind of transportations on the
street and in the same day, we will identify the
animals in Taman Safari as we finished the
topic last month.

For Nursery classes, we will feel and
get more understanding about our UOI
“Let’s Play” by having activities in
“Kampoeng Maen”.

Please read carefully the letters from us so
everyone knows what materials need to be
brought or wore during the day of our
excursion.

Be part of the joy in learning!!

What's in April 20087

Date Activity
9-10 Water Fun Activity
93 Nursery Excursion to

Kampoeng Maen
24 Toddler Excursion to
Taman Safari

Sekolah Victory Plus
021-82403878

Have a great Aprill

Regards,

Christina M
ECE Principal
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From the
teachers...

TK A and TK B students continue their
process to be more independent, confident
and reflective through different activities.
One of them is by having class assemblies.

They have been practice since a week
before our middle semester holiday. They
will perform different kind of performance,
such as rhyming, poem reading, singing
with movements and presentation about the
unit of Inquiry that they have learnt.

The students will invite their parents to
watch their performance which will be held
on April 16, 2008.

Gihun, Jonathan and Jovan performed a
drama about “Friendship” during last TK B
assembly.

TK A students will have “Cimory Dairy Tour” on
April 7, 2008 as one of activities to make the
students understand about their UOI “Food for a
Living”.

And for TK B, On April 23, they will go to
“Kidzania” for learning about varied occupations
they can find around them and having hands-on
experience about occupations, working
environments, and responsibilities that come with
the occupations.

Please read the letter from your child’'s homeroom
teachers about the excursion that they will have to
get information about things to bring, the uniform
and other related matters.

What's in April 20087

Date Activity
7 TKA “Cimory Dairy Tour”
16 TK A & TK B Big Assembly

23 TK B — Excursion to “Kidzania”

Music for our

A. Exploring music

Your child sings, plays instruments and moves to music
in kindergarten. She/he learns to keep a beat and tell
the difference between loud and soft. These activities
introduce her/him to the artistic, cultural, scientific and
mathematical foundations of music.

Research has shown that the benefits of music
education include improved reading and reasoning
ability, self-esteem and vocational preparation.

Our Kindergartners play musical instruments,
such as rhythm sticks and drums, individually and in a
group.

B. Listening and moving

The students are exposed to many different kinds of
songs with different beats and rhythms. They learn to
develop their listening skill for beats. They respond to beats,
rhythms and qualities of music, such as loud and soft or fast
and slow.

They skips, hops, marches, claps, tiptoes, steps to the
beat and make creative movements to music, showing their
understanding of rhythms, beats and the feeling of the
music.

They use props, such as scarves, along with the

movements.
C. Singing

Kindergartners sing songs with words and melody
patterns that are repetitive and easy to learn. Many songs
will be connected to their unit or lesson in their class, such
as counting, colors or the alphabet. Typical songs include
"Doggie, Doggie, Where's Your Bone?"; “Skidamarinkidee-
skidamarinkidoo” and “John Jacob Jingle Hammer Smith".

They develop their voices by singing alone and learn to
blend their woices with others by singing in a group.

They learn to sing expressively, on pitch (high and low)
and with correct dynamics (loud and soft). They can create
simple songs with the class based on stories and poems.

The class plays singing games that combine
music and movement.
Singing can also help them learning to read.
Herewith some examples of rhyming that you and
your child can practice at home:

TWOLITTLE DICKEY BIRDS
Materials needed: long scarf
as the bird’s wing.
How to do it:
a. Say the words on each sentence clearly.
b. Use the scarf as the wing and move it by
following the words.
c. Pretend that you and your child are the birds,

and create one spot or area as the wall.

2 Litle Dickey Birds
2 Little dickey birds, sitting onthe wall...
One named Jack and one named Paul.
Fly away Jack...
Fly away Paul...
Come back Jack...

Come back Paul.
LJ You may use or create another animals or names

to be use for another rhyme.

IF ALL THE WORLD WERE...
If all the world were apple pie
And all the seas gl
were ink *
And all the trees were
bread and cheese
What should we
have for drink?

Have a great April!

Regards,

Christina M
ECE Principal



